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rMHE idea of organizing an international geographical excursion JL on a liberal scale was an outcome of a simple and informal excursion that I led across northern Italy and into southeastern France in the summer of 1908. Those who took part in that small affair seemed to find much pleasure and profit from observation and discussion in the field, and so it occurred to me that proportionately greater success ought to attend an excursion on a more elaborate plan. Mention of the idea was made in an address that I delivered before the Association of American Geographers at their meeting in December, 1909, with the suggestion that the development and direction of such an excursion across the United States might be a worthy object for organized efforts on the part of the Association; but as this suggestion brought no favorable comments I concluded that the members of the Association preferred to direct their efforts along other channels.
During the following year, 1910,1 sent a confidential circular letter to a limited number of correspondents, setting forth in outline the plan and value of an international excursion across our country and proposing, provided the necessary funds could be secured, that the excursion should be organized, as far as route and transportation were concerned, by a committee of American geographers, while a committee of European geographers should nominate the additional foreign members. Those who received this ambitious circular were requested to send me word of possible patrons who might be willing to finance the project, but for nearly a year the replies received were for the most part skeptical or playful, and by no means encouraging. Not till the beginning of 1911 was there any reason to hope that the plan might be realized. Then a letter from